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Figure 1: PCE and core PCE inflation

Line chart, January 1960 to March 2023. Units are percent change from the same month one
year ago. The two series are the Personal Consumption Expenditures price index (PCE) and
the Personal Consumption Expenditures price index excluding food and energy (core PCE).
Both series track each other very closely. Both PCE and core PCE begin around 1-2% and
generally increase at an accelerating rate until peaking at around 11.5% and 10% at the end of
1974. After a sharp decline to around 5% in the following couple years, both series increase
rapidly to a peak of 11.5% and 9% respectively in 1980. Both series then decrease over the
next decade. Outside of a few deviations, notably a sharp decline by PCE in 2008 to around
-2%, both series remain in a range of 0-3% until 2021 when both PCE and core PCE begin to
rapidly increase to around 7% and 5.5% respectively. In the final months of the figure both
series have pulled back from recent highs, though both remain above the earlier trend.

Note: Percent change in the personal consumption expenditures price index (PCE) from 12 months ago. Core refers
to the price index excluding food and energy. The gray shaded bars indicate periods of business recession as defined
by the National Bureau of Economic Research. The nine shaded recession periods extend from April 1960 through
February 1961, December 1969 through November 1970, November 1973 through March 1975, January 1980
through July 1980, July 1981 through November 1982, July 1990 through March 1991, March 2001 through
November 2001, December 2007 through June 2009, and February 2020 through April 2020.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Consumption Expenditures Price Index.

Figure 2: Select components of core PCE inflation
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Note: Percent change in select categories of the personal consumption expenditures price index from 12 months ago.
The gray shaded bar indicates a period of business recession as defined by the National Bureau of Economic
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Last Update: May 12, 2023

Research. The shaded recession period extends from February 2020 through April 2020.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Consumption Expenditures Price Index.


